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     A.S.G.C.  NEWS  
                           The Autism Society of Greater Cleveland                 April, 2010  

Dear Friends of ASGC: 
 
We look forward to yet another         
fabulous Chili Cook-off on April 21, 
2010 at The Terrace Club of               
Progressive Field.  Tickets are only 
$20.00.  We really could use your 
help with obtaining corporate            
sponsorships and/or door prizes.  If 
you are able to help secure these 
items, please call us at  (216)            
556-4937 or e-mail at                                     
support@asgc.org.  Any type of  
donation is greatly appreciated. 
 
Please plan on joining us for this 
great event.  There are over 20 
spectacular chefs registered to  
provide our guests with awesome 
chili.  Tickets are available on-line 
or by calling our office. 
 
We look forward to seeing          
everyone at our regular monthly 
meetings.  We meet the first             
Monday of every month at 6:30 at 
The City of Independence Civic 
Center and the second Tuesday of 
every month at The Avon Lake   
Public Library at 7:00 PM.   
 
Registration is also open for our 
Summer Social Skills Camp for 
children ages 6 thru 19 with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders.  Week one is 
scheduled for July 12 thru July 16, 
2010 for 6 to 12 year olds and 
Week two is scheduled for July 19 
thru July 23, 2010 for 13 thru 19 
year olds.  Registration is filling up 
fast.  Please contact us if you are 
interested in this unique opportunity 
for your child. 
 
Thank you to all who make what we 
do possible at the ASGC.  Without 
dedicated volunteers, we would not 
be able to provide much need         
services to all those touched by 
Autism Spectrum Disorders.                
 Rory McLean, President 

 

Please join us for… 

 The Greater                 
Cleveland  Chili          
Cook - Off  for                  

Autism 

  Wednesday, April 21,        
2010 

   @ The Terrace Club  

  in Progressive Field 

Donations & Corporate or 
Personal Sponsorships 
gladly accepted.                            

VOLUNTEERS are also needed and 
very much welcome!  

For more information, tickets or to 
make a donation contact us at:                          
(216) 556-4937 or support 
@asgc.org.                             
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Dues for the Autism Society of Greater Cleveland are only $5.00 per year.  

Checks for dues or donations can be sent to: ASGC, P.O. Box 41066, Brecksville, Ohio 44141 

Check out our website at www.asgc.org ! 

Join the Autism Society of Greater Cleveland! 

All are welcome to the monthly  

ASGC Meeting 

When: 1st Monday of each month  

Time:  6:30pm to 8:30 pm 

Where:  Independence Civic Center 

6363 Selig Drive, Independence OH 44131 

Free Childcare with RSVP 

Independence OH  
Independence Civic Center 

April 21, 2010  The Greater Cleveland Chili Cook Off for Autism 
TICKETS available now for only $20.00 each.  Join us at The    
Terrace Club of Progressive Field for an evening of good food, 
good fun and great people. We are still accepting Corporate     
Sponsors and door prizes.  Please call (216) 556-4937 for more 
information or tickets 

                                                                                                                                   
Sensory Friendly Movies…           

April 10, 2010— How to Train Your Dragon 

May 22, 2010-  “Shrek 4” 

All movies are at  10:00 AM at AMC’s Ridge Park Squ are, 4788 
Ridge Road, Brooklyn, OH  44144 .   Admission is Reduced to 
$4.25. The lights are brought up and the sounds turned down and 
the “silence is golden” policy is not      enforced.  Outside food is  
permitted. 

2nd Annual Family Fun Day-in honor of Autism Awaren ess 
Month 

Saturday, April 24, 2010  11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

Achievement Center for Children– 24211 Center Ridge Road, 
Westlake, OH 44145 

Designed especially for children with Autism. Activities include: arts 
& crafts, family swim, Scooby- Doo bounce house. Call Helen Mack  
at 216-292-9700 ext. 248 for more information.  

All are welcome to the  monthly 

ASGC Meeting   

When: 2nd Tuesday of each month  

Time:   7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

Where:  Avon Lake Library 

32649 Electric Blvd., Avon Lake, OH  

support@asgc.org 

Avon Lake OH 
Avon Lake Library 

Upcoming ASGC Meetings and Events... 
April 5, 2010 6:30—8:30 PM  Independence Civic Cent er, 

Gretchen Walsh, M.S.Ed, Director of Academic Support ������� for 
Students with Learning Differences, Notre Dame College   She will 

speak on � Preparing Students for College" and share information 

about the Notre College program for ��	
������� Asperger's .      

April 14, 2010—7:00 PM  Avon Lake Please join us for an evening 
of meeting with other parents, grandparents, caregivers and anyone 
touched by Autism Spectrum Disorders and discuss  topics that 
might be of concern.                                

May 3, 2010, 6:30PM in Independence   Ken Vinikoff of  Michael 
Carter Financial Group, will speak about the Financial Strategies for 
the Special Needs Family and Mary McKee, Attorney from Hickman 
& Lowder, will speak about Child’s SSI and Adult SSI and the rules 
governing Social  Security Disability Benefits and what to expect 
during the course of your child’s life. 

May 11, 2010, 7:00 PM in Avon Lake  Ken Vinikoff of  Michael 
Carter Financial Group, will speak about the Financial Strategies for 
the Special Needs Family and Mary McKee, Attorney from Hickman 
& Lowder, will speak about Child’s SSI and Adult SSI and the rules 
governing Social  Security Disability Benefits and what to expect 
during the course of your child’s life. 

June 7, 2010, 6:30 PM in Independence Please join us as we wel-
come Stacy Cianciolo from Milestones Autism Organization 
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Developing Positive Behavior Interventions at Home  (presented by Stacy Cianciolo, Early Childhood Autism  
Consultant and Education Coordinator at Milestones): Friday, April 9, 2010, 1-2:30pm, Boardroom (A Building) at 
Bellefaire JCB, RSVP by calling 216.320.6805 or visiting http://www.monarchcenterforautism.org/upcoming-events 
 
VizZle™ Training - Independent Work  (presented by Lauren Stafford, Monarch Teaching Technologies):            
Wednesday, April 14, 2010, 1-2:30pm, Boardroom (A Building) at Bellefaire JCB, RSVP by calling 216.320.6805 or 
visiting http://www.monarchcenterforautism.org/upcoming-events 

Make & Take Visuals - Advanced Training on Picasa  (presented by Jeffery Richards and Tracy Milinkovich,           
Monarch School): Wednesday, April 21, 2010, 1-2:30pm, Training Center (A Building) at Bellefaire JCB, RSVP by 
calling 216.320.6805 (registration is limited to 6 participants); Some knowledge of Picasa is a prerequisite 
 
Can Social Security Help a Child with Autism?  (presented by Dianne R. Newman, Shifrin Newman Smith Inc.): 
Tuesday, April 27, 2010, 1-2:30pm, Boardroom (A Building) at Bellefaire JCB, RSVP by calling 216.320.6805 or  
visiting http://www.monarchcenterforautism.org/upcoming-events  

Educational Opportunities 

Genesis House presents � �

TEEN DATING VIOLENCE 

AN IMPORTANT SEMINAR 

�

 

Registration:  (deadline for registration is April 12, 2010) 

SEATING IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 50 REGISTRANTS 

Name________________________________________phone/email_____________ 

Agency____________________________________________________ 

Check enclosed_____     

Credit card     Visa #________________ exp. ____MC#__________________exp.____ 

This seminar is for :  parents of teens, professionals who work with teens, teachers, and other caring adults                               
CEUs have been applied for through the Ohio counselor and social work board  

                                                                      Date:   April 20, 2010                                                              
Time:           8:30am-3:30pm                                                                                                                                                                                   
Location:     French Creek Metro Park Sheffield Village, OH 44054   

Cost:            $20 per participant to cover costs, this fee includes lunch (scholarships available for those unable to pay) 

To register, mail or fax the form below to:  

Genesis House P.O. Box 718 Lorain, OH 44052        Fax:  (440) 244-1867 
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2010 Milestones Annual Autism/Asperger's 
Conference, Tuesday June 22, 2010 
Cleveland, Ohio  
The Annual Milestones Conference features research 
based approaches and  
fosters lifelong strategies for success for children and 
adults. The conference is an opportunity for parents, 
professionals, as well as adults with autism to network, 
learn about local resources and best practices for 
school, home, community and work. 
The 2010 Milestones Autism/Asperger's Conference 
currently seeks proposals for: 
Panel Discussions  
Concurrent Sessions 
Poster Displays 
 
Keynote Speaker:  
Mary Jane Weiss, PhD, BCBA 

 
 
Douglass Developmental Disabilities Center, Rutgers 
University 
Author of: 
· Reaching Out, Joining In: Teaching Social Skills to 

Young Children with Autism�
· Sibling Stories: Reflections on Life with a Brother or 

Sister on the Autism Spectrum�
�
Practical Solutions for Educating Young Children with 
High-Functioning Autism and Asperger Syndrome�

Potential advertisers, sponsors and exhibitors should 
complete our Participation Form and email to 
info@milestones.org 

ASGC Social Skills 

Summer Camp 

2010 

Ages 6 to 19 

Session One: 

 7-12-10 thru 7-16-10 

Session Two: 

7-19-10 thru 7-23-10 

 
Call (216) 556-4937 or   

e-mail support@asgc.org 
for details. 

Going Places with a Standards-Based IEP or GPS-IEP 

The Ohio Department of Education, Office for Exceptional Children, is pleased to announce a new online resource, Going 
Places with a Standards-Based IEP or GPS-IEP. Ohio requires that all IEPs be standards-based, the GPS-IEP is designed to 
provide assistance to school personnel as they develop standards-based IEPs to prepare Ohio's children for their future beyond 
school. IDEA requires that all children with disabilities have access to and make progress in the general education curriculum. 
Go to www.edresourcesohio.org for the announcement explaining the tool, the link to the GPS-IEP, the script for the resource 
and a copy of the IEP for T.J., the child discussed in GPS-IEP scenario. Additional GPS-IEP scenarios and scripts for children 
from preschool age to secondary age who have varying disabilities will be released in the future and a message will be sent out 
announcing them on the Office for Exceptional Children list-serv. The next scenario to be released is for K.D., a girl in the fifth 
grade who has a cognitive disability. 
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Health-care Reform Bill Passes Both Houses  
Monday, March 22, 2010  
By: Hannah Cary  
 
Reconciliation "Fix" Sent to the Senate  
On Sunday, March 21, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the Senate version of health-care reform. "The  
Autism Society is pleased that Congress took a step in the right direction late last night," said Lee Grossman,            
President and CEO of the Autism Society, "but we have much more work to do to ensure that families affected by  
autism have access to appropriate services and supports." 
After more than a year of debate, the bill passed 219 to 212 and was signed into law Tuesday, March 23. This bill, 
which passed the Senate in late December, includes the following provisions for people with autism: 
· Insurers would be prohibited from excluding coverage based on pre-existing conditions;�
· Insurers would be prevented from selectively refusing to renew coverage;�
· Insurers would no longer be able to charge people different premiums based on their health status, gender or 
occupation;�
· A standardized annual out-of-pocket spending limit would be established so that no family would face bankruptcy 
due to medical expenses;�
· Annual and lifetime benefit caps would be prohibited;�
· Mental health would be covered;�
· “Facilitative” and “maintenance services” would be covered; and�
�
Coverage of “behavioral health treatments,” such as ABA therapy, would be required.�
Another bill, titled the Reconciliation Act of 2010 (H.R. 4872), also passed in the House on Sunday, with 220 votes to 
211. This reconciliation package was included as a compromise to many Members of the House, and fixes issues in 
the Senate bill that had kept many Members from passing the Senate bill earlier. This bill will be voted on in the   
Senate by budget reconciliation rules, which only require 51 votes and would prevent a filibuster. 
 
On Thursday, March 25, a bill containing important tax and Medicare changes to the $938 billion health-care overhaul 
law passed the U.S. Senate, and will now return to the House for a second vote before heading to the White House. 
By a 56-43 vote, the Senate passed the supplemental bill, which rewrites several provisions of a broader health-care 
overhaul signed into law earlier this week. The bill of fixes was already passed by the U.S. House on Sunday, but it 
will require another House vote because Senate Republicans successfully argued that two minor student-loan          
provisions should be struck from the measure. 

TRANSITION FOR PLANNING FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WI TH AUTISM 

Friday, April 16, 2010  —  9:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Guest Presenter:  Ed Flegel, Secondary Transition Consultant, State Support Team 3 

To register call 216-463-7600, email src@milestones.org  

Audience:  Families 

Location:  23880 Commerce Park, Suite 2, Beachwood 

Organization:  Milestones Organization 

Contact Name:  Stacy Cianciolo (216) 464-7600 

Contact E-mail:  src@milestones.org  COST:  No Charge 
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The new Center for AAC & Autism, online at www.aacandautism.com, is  dedicated to  
helping children with autism learn to communicate through the power of  alternative and 
augmentative communication (AAC) devices. 
 
The Center for AAC and Autism was developed to support clinical research aimed at the 
effective  implementation of AAC within the autism arena; facilitate sharing of best practices and success 
stories among clinicians and families; and teach AAC strategies for promoting language development in 
those with autism through Language Acquisition through Motor Planning (LAMP). 
 
To learn more about the Center for AAC and Autism, please visit: www.aacandautism.com, or call toll-free 
(866) 998-1726  

ABOUT THE CENTER FOR AAC AND AUTISM   

The Center for AAC and Autism offers trainings where participants receive an overview of the LAMP 
(Language Acquisition through Motor Planning) treatment approach and learn why its emphasis on consistent 
motor plans is uniquely suited to children with autism. Register today, so you don't miss out.  

     Putting LAMP to Work: AAC Strategies to Promot e  
     Communication 
 
     May 18, 2010 
     9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 
     Wooster Community Hospital 
     Hospital Auditorium 
     1761 Beall Ave 
     Wooster, OH 44691 
 
     Presented by: Lindsey Cargill, M.A., CCC-SLP   

  
Workshop Description 
 
This workshop will cover the role of readiness to learn and share focus in the implementation of augmentative and alternative 
communication (AAC) for children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). The importance of using motor patterning to develop 
motor automaticity and implementation strategies for teaching children with ASD to use AAC will be discussed. 

ASHA Approved Autism Workshop…  

 
The Center for AAC and Autism offers trainings where participants receive an overview of the LAMP 
(Language Acquisition through Motor Planning) treatment approach and learn why its emphasis on consistent 
motor plans is uniquely suited to children with autism. Register today, so you don't miss out 

                                               This is currently offered as a free workshop. ASHA CEUs are available.   
 

                                               Register:  Online: www.aacandautism.com/trng   By Phone: (866) 998-1726  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: The ASGC is in need of dedicated volunteers to help with our events through 
out the year, such as our Chili Cook off and other fundraisers/activities.  If you are interested in  becoming a volunteer, 
please call  (216) 556-4937.support@asgc.org.    
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41st Annual Autism Society National  
Conference and Exposition will be 
held  
July 7-10, 2010 in Dallas, TX  
Registration Opens February 15, 2010 
Autism Society National Conference 
Overview                                                                                                            
Conference Objectives                                                                                                                                   
The Autism Society recognizes that 

families and individuals living with an autism     
spectrum disorder have a range of issues and 
needs. The National Conference of the Autism  
Society is the only conference that addresses the 
range of issues, early intervention, education,           
employment,  behavior, communication, social 
skills, biomedical interventions and others, across 
the entire lifespan. Bringing together the expertise 
and experiences of family members, professionals 
and individuals on the spectrum, attendees are 
able to learn how to more effectively advocate and 
obtain supports for the individual with ASD. The 
ultimate goal is to  empower family members,           
individuals on the spectrum and professionals to 
make informed decisions.                                                                                                                    
 

Contact Information:                                                                                                         
Autism Society National Office  
4340 East-West Hwy, Suite 350  
Bethesda, MD 20814  
Main #: 301.657.0881 x9010  
Fax #: 301.657.0869  
Business Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm EST 
General Conference Questions                                                                                                 
Sarah Mitchell  
301.657.0881, ext. 9010 (phone)  
conference@autism-society.org         
 
Exhibits, Sponsorships & Advertising:                                                                                        
Meg Ellacott  
530.239.3883 (fax)  
302.260.9487 (phone)  
ellacott@autism-society.org       
Media Information:                                                                                                           
Carin Yavorcik 
cyavorcik@autism-society.org 

Autism Awareness Day Planned at Ohio Statehouse 
Rally and Legislative Reception planned for April 14, 2010 
The Centers for Disease Control now reports that the incidence of autism in the United States is 1 in 110 children and 
the Autism Society of Ohio estimates that there are more than 58,000 individuals with autism in Ohio. Individuals 
with autism, advocates, families, and state legislators from around Ohio will gather for Autism Awareness Day at the 
Statehouse April 14, 2010, part of activities highlighting April as Autism Awareness Month. 
 
6th Annual Autism Awareness Rally: 11:00AM – 12Noon  
The 6th Annual Autism Awareness Rally will take place on the South Lawn of the Statehouse and include speakers 
from the Department of Education and Department of Developmental Disabilities as well as several legislators and 
autism advocates. Special Guest Speaker - WTVN pre game and post game  Color Analyst for OSU football, 
former professional and Ohio State University quart erback Stanley Jackson!! The Rally will also include an 
information fair and activities for children. Additionally, informational handouts on autism insurance reform 
legislation and other legislative issues will be available. 
 
Meetings with Legislators: After the Rally 
After the rally, attendees are encouraged to meet with their legislators regarding autism issues that are currently 
affecting them. Attendees needing help scheduling meetings can contact the Autism Society of Ohio at 614-487-4726 
or askASO@autismohio.org. 
 
Autism Awareness Legislative Reception: 5:00PM – 7: 00PM 
In the evening, an Autism Awareness Legislative Reception will be held in the Atrium of the Statehouse. Legislators 
have been invited to meet with constituents from their districts to learn more about autism and autism supports and 
services in their district. Department Directors, members of the Interagency Workgroup on autism and the 
Governor’s office have also been invited. Awards will be presented to Representatives Ted Celeste, Nancy Garland, 
Peggy Lehner, Senators Tom Patton, Jason Wilson and Shannon Jones. Appetizers and refreshments will be            
provided by Autism Society of Ohio. 
 
All affected by autism in Ohio are encouraged to attend these Autism Awareness events on April 14, 2010! 
CONTACT: Doug Krinsky , (Parent of a child with Autism), (614) 882-8763, (614) 554-0802, yogi1125@aol.com or  
Barbara Yavorcik ,Executive Director, Autism Society of Ohio, (614) 537-4079, askASO@autismohio.org, 
www.autismohio.org 
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7650 Chippewa Road #205 

P.O. Box 41066 

Brecksville, OH  44141 

E-Mail:  support@asgc.org 

Website:  www.asgc.org 

Phone:  (216) 556-4937 

AutismNE  On-Line         
Support Group 

 
 

The ASGC is pleased to offer our 
members a free  on-line  support 
group for all those Individuals 
and  families affected by Autism 
Spectrum  Disorders.   
 
Please  contact Marian Helmick 
at:  
 
dmhelmick7@wmconnect
.com   
 
for details on how to join this 
group. 

April 21, 2010 ASGC The 
Greater Cleveland Chili 
Cook Off For Autism 
 
The Greater Cleveland Chili 
Cook Off for Autism TICKETS 
available now for only $20.00 
each.    

Join us at The Terrace Club of 
Progressive Field for an evening 
of good food, good fun and great 
people. 

We are still accepting Corporate 
Sponsors and door prizes.        

                                                           
Please call (216) 556-4937 for 
more information or tickets or 
visit  www.asgc.org 

Tied Up and Pinned Down:              
Seclusion and Restraints in 
Ohio Schools                                      
The effects on children when they are             
repeatedly restrained/secluded .   

Scope of the problem in Ohio.                                        
April 29, 2010 1-3 PM 

Audience: Families or Professionals 

Location: Middleburg Heights Community 
Center, Room C, 16000 E. Bagley Road,             
Middleburg Heights 44130  
Organization Name: OLRS and OCECD  
Contact Name: OCECD  
Contact Phone: 440-617-9544  
Website URL: www.ocecd.org                                               

Cost:  NO CHARGE 

 
 


