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     A.S.G.C.  NEWS  
                           The Autism Society of Greater Cleveland                 February, 2010  

Dear Friends Of ASGC; 

We wish to thank Dr. James Ball for a 
wonderful seminar for our teachers and 
related school personnel on January 
11, 2010.  We had over 200 people 
registered for this valuable seminar.  A 
special thank you to the Autism Society 
of Ohio and to State Support Region 3 
for their support in planning this         
valuable conference. 

The ASGC & ASO are very pleased to 
have Dennis Debbaudt train our police, 
fire, EMT’s, emergency room             
personnel, school staff and all those 
who would benefit from Autism Risk 
and Safety Management Training when 
working with those on the Autism  
Spectrum.  We will hold this class on 
February 3, 2010, from 9-12 and 1–4 at 
the City of Independence Civic Center. 
Parents are  invited to a special        
session at 6:30 PM at The Brecksville 
Library.  All  training is FREE courtesy 
of the ASGC and the Autism Society of 
Ohio.  This is a very informative course.  
Please invite all those who might  
benefit from this  training.  Please see 
page 3 for more details.    

Finally, it is with great sadness, that I              
officially resign as administrator of the 
ASGC. I never thought I would leave 
such a great organization  and I cannot 
say enough wonderful things about this 
chapter and the  people I have         
encountered during my time with this 
group.  Rory and the entire board’s 
leadership have taken this group to 
new levels.         
 
I will continue to be a member of the 
ASGC and devote my time to the group 
as much as possible.  I encourage  
anyone who is able, to volunteer           
and work with this fabulous board and 
its fine members. 
 
Eileen Hawkins, 
Administrator 

 

Please join us for… 

 The Greater                 
Cleveland  Chili          
Cook - Off  for                  

Autism 

  Wednesday, April 21,        
2010 

   @ The Terrace Club  

  in Progressive Field 

Donations & Corporate or 
Personal Sponsorships 
gladly accepted.                            

VOLUNTEERS are also needed and 
very much welcome!  

For more information, tickets or to 
make a donation contact us at:                          
(216) 556-4937 or support 
@asgc.org.                             
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Dues for the Autism Society of Greater Cleveland are only $5.00 per year.  

Checks for dues or donations can be sent to: ASGC, P.O. Box 41066, Brecksville, Ohio 44141 

Check out our website at www.asgc.org ! 

Join the Autism Society of Greater Cleveland! 

All are welcome to the monthly  

ASGC Meeting 

When: 1st Monday of each month  

Time:  6:30pm to 8:30 pm 

Where:  Independence Civic Center 

6363 Selig Drive, Independence OH 44131 

Free Childcare with RSVP 

Independence OH  
Independence Civic Center 

April 21, 2010  The Greater Cleveland Chili Cook Off for Autism                                                                                                                                                   

Sensory Friendly Movies…                                                             
February 6, 2010 -  The Tooth Fairy                                                                 
March 27, 2010— How to Train your Dragon                                       
All movies are at  10:00 AM at AMC’s Ridge Park Squ are, 4788 
Ridge Road, Brooklyn, OH  44144 .   Admission is Reduced to 
$4.25.  AMC  Entertainment and the ASA have teamed up to bring 
families affected by autism a  special opportunity to enjoy their  
favorite films on a monthly basis.  The lights are brought up and the 
sounds turned down and the “silence is golden” policy is not      
enforced.  Outside food is  permitted. 

Monday, February 1, 2010,  6:30 -  8:30 PM, Indepen dence Civic 
Center, Topic “Successful inclusion in the classroom setting for 
children with autism”  Presented by Jennifer Might, MA, BCBA, 
Owner of Steps Behavioral Consulting. Admission:  FREE. Child-
care available on site for no charge with RSVP (216) 556-4937. 

Wednesday, February 3, 2010, Two Sessions; 9:00 AM till 
Noon, 1:00 till 4:00 PM.  First Responder, Police/F ire/EMT  
Training with Dennis Debbaudt . Morning & Afternoon Session at 
The City of Independence Civic Center.   Admission:  FREE.  RSVP 
by calling (216) 556-4937.  PARENT SESSION at the Brecksville 
Library at 6:30 PM.                                                                                                 

Tuesday, February 8, 2010,  Avon Lake Public Librar y, 7:00-
9:00 PM, Presenter:  Dr. Cara Marker Daily from Inner Health     
Ministries.  Admission:  FREE.  There is no childcare available at 
this site.                                                                                                          

All are welcome to the  monthly 

ASGC Meeting   

When: 2nd Tuesday of each month  

Time:   7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

Where:  Avon Lake Library 

32649 Electric Blvd., Avon Lake, OH  

support@asgc.org 

Avon Lake OH 
Avon Lake Library 

Upcoming ASGC Meetings and Events... 
February 7, 2010 - Super Bowl Party at the Pepper Mill Pub & 
Grill .  Tickets are only $25.  Call (216) 556-4937 or e-mail at           
support@asgc.org.The Pepper Mill Pub & Grill, 7011 Mill Rd., 
Brecksville OH  44141. Bring your friends and view Super Box XLIV 
on a 84” Screen and two 42’” Flat Screen TV’s. Delicious Chicken/
Pasta  Dinner included with soft drinks. Cash Bar & Prizes/Raffles 
through out the event. Tickets:  $25.00 by calling (216) 556-4937   

March 1, 2010 - 6:30– 8:30 Independence Civic Cente r  
We welcome Dr. Cara Marker Dailey from Inner Health Ministries . 

March 9, 2010 7:00 - 9:00 PM  Avon Lake Public Libr ary We  
welcome Attorney Jenifer Martinez Atzberger from Legal Aide who 
will provide an overview of Special Education Rights  tailored to 
children with autism. (216) 687-1900, ext. 5038 David) 

April 5, 2010 6:30—8:30 PM  Independence Civic Cent er, 

Gretchen Walsh, M.S.Ed, Director of Academic Support ������� for 
Students with Learning Differences, Notre Dame College   She will 

speak on � Preparing Students for College" and share information 

about the Notre College program for ��	
������� Asperger's .                                     

May 3, 2010, 6:30PM in Independence  &  May 11, 201 0, 7:00 PM 
in Avon Lake Ken Vinikoff of  Michael Carter Financial Group, will 
speak about the Financial Strategies for the Special Needs Family 
and Mary McKee, Attorney from Hickman & Lowder, will speak 
about Child’s SSI and Adult SSI and the rules governing Social  
Security Disability Benefits and what to expect during the course of 
your child’s life. 
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Autism Risk & Safety Training w/
CEU hours available. 

February 3, 2010 

Cleveland, Ohio 

The City of Independence Civic 
Center, 6363 Selig Drive,            
Independence, OH 44131 

 

Two Sessions: 

9: AM- Noon 

1: PM to 4: PM 

Parent Session:  6:30-8:30 at The 
Brecksville Library, Brecksville, OH 

Choose any Session 

Admission: FREE. 

Sponsored by the Autism Society of Greater Cleveland & Autism Society of Ohio 

RSVP required by calling (216) 556-4937 or e-mail; support@asgc.org. 

Cont. Ed. Available for Police and Fire/EMT’s 

Autism Recognition, Response & Risk Management Trai ning 

Dennis Debbaudt is a lively, well informed, creative and            
passionate presenter. Debbaudt’s training and conference       
sessions offer tips and options for communications and responses 
designed to successfully resolve a call involving a person with 
Autism or Asperger’s syndrome. Everyone away with a good,   
practical understanding of the best approaches when they interact 
with children and adults who are affected by autism spectrum   
disorders. 

Autism Recognition, Response and Risk Management training 
sessions can be adapted to suit the needs of the host              
organization and are designed help law enforcement. criminal 
justice and first response professionals make autism-related    
interactions safer, less stressful, and more informed. Every     
presentation is designed and adapted to meet the needs of the 
audience. 

Dennis Debbaudt is the proud father of Brad, a young man who 
has autism. A professional investigator and law enforcement 
trainer, Dennis has authored or co-authored over 30 articles, 
chapters, reports and books including Autism, Advocates and Law 
Enforcement Professionals: Recognizing and Reducing Risk 
Situations for People with Autism Spectrum Disorders and articles 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 

The ASGC is in need of dedicated volunteers to help with our events through out the year, such as our Chili 
Cook off and other fundraisers/activities.  If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please call                  
(216) 556-4937. support@asgc.org.    

Second Annual 
Bingo Party  

A TUPPERWARE 
BINGO PARTY 

  
 Friday, February 19, 

2010 
     6:30 PM - 9 PM 

 
Beachwood Community Center, 25235 Fairmount Blvd.     
Family, friends and providers of young adults with       
challenges are ALSO welcome. 
Cost: $10.00 per person 
Refreshments for Everyone. 
FREE Tupperware Prizes!  
A FREE Coupon for $10 will be given to all participants. 
THIS MEANS YOUR ADMISSION IS FREE! 
 
Remember, everyone is entitled to $10 worth of free    
Tupperware.  You can pick out whatever you want if you 
come to the party and pay your $10 admission fee.  No 
exceptions on that rule.  This promises to be a great party 
with plenty of food and prizes. Please bring your family, 
friends and neighbors. 
Please RSVP to: jgreenspan@keenepromotions.com or 
call 216-932-1989 

Annual Super 
Bowl Party         
Sponsored by 
Think Computer       
Foundation and 
Beachwood      
Recreation      
Department 

WHO:  Teens-Adults with challenges                                                 
DATE:  Sunday, February 7, 2010                                                       
TIME:  5:30 PM – 9:30 PM.  

LOCATION:  Beachwood Community 
Center, 25325 Fairmount Boulevard, 
Beachwood, OH  44122 
   
COST:  $5.00 per participant (pay at the 
door).  Come watch the game with family 
and friends.  Pizza and pop will be            
provided.  Please bring an appetizer or 
dessert to share.  NO CHIPS OR DIP 
PLEASE.  You must  RSVP by Thursday, 
January 29, to Judi Greenspan                
216-932-1989 or email                                            
jgreenspan@keenepromotions.com 

Attention Parents: ETR & IEP Overview on the New Forms, Monday,                                                    
March 22, 2010. 

Topic:  Laws, Rules & Regulations Sponsored by :  SST 3 

Description: 
An overview for families on the new Ohio Department of Education/Office for Exceptional Children approved forms for the EVALUATION 
TEAM REPORT (ETR) and the INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (IEP). This overview session will provide families direction and      
guidance on the characteristics of the ETR and IEP forms as well as guided interpretation of the accompanying annotated version  booklets. 
 
This overview will demonstrate the online version (also known as the dynamic forms) that districts will be able to use as of September 1, 2009. 
Participants will receive copies of each newly approved form along with its accompanying annotated version booklet. 

For Information Call:  Bonnie Simons 216-524-3000, Ext. 3737, bonnie.simons@esc-cc.org 
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Throughout the country children and adults with autism are living, going 
to school, working and enjoying  recreational activities in their               
communities. The Autism  Society began the Safe and Sound initiative 
in 2005 to provide much needed resources to the autism community on 
topics such as general safety, emergency preparedness and              
prevention, and risk  management. Safe and Sound works to develop         
information and  strategies that are  beneficial to individuals on the 
spectrum, their  families and the  professionals who work with them. 
Another significant aspect of Safe and Sound is to provide information 
and training to various first  responders—those who are first on the 
scene in an emergency  situation. 
 
The Autism Society works on the Safe and Sound initiative through a 
collaborative effort with Dennis Debbaudt, a law  enforcement trainer 
with more than 10 years of experience  presenting autism-related   
training sessions. Dennis’s book, Avoiding Unfortunate Situations,     
became the first resource to address the interactions between law    
enforcement professionals and people on the autism spectrum, and his 
training materials are in use by law enforcement agencies around the 
world. Safe and Sound helps parents and professionals identify        
potential public  safety  or criminal/juvenile justice situations and       
provide  possible solutions so that individuals with autism and those 
who care for them can be prepared for, stay safe during and avoid 
these situations. 
 
Created by the Autism Society, and safety expert Dennis Debbaudt, as 
part of the   Autism Society's Safe and Sound Initiative, the Emergency 
Decal can be placed on your door or automobile window to alert First 
Responders. A companion piece, the Personal Information Record,  
provides information to help primary caregivers be  prepared in case of 
emergency and gives on-scene tips for emergency personnel. The       
Personal Information Record should be  updated   regularly and kept in 
a place where emergency responders have  access to relevant          
information. Please visit the Autism Society's Store to order the Safe 
and Sound Packet. at  http://www.autism-society.org/site/PageServer?
pagename=research_safeandsound. 

41st Annual Autism Society National  
Conference and Exposition will be 
held  
July 7-10, 2010 in Dallas, TX  
Registration Opens February 15, 2010 
Autism Society National Conference 
Overview                                                                                                            
Conference Objectives                                                                                                                                   
The Autism Society recognizes that 

families and individuals living with an autism     
spectrum disorder have a range of issues and 
needs. The National Conference of the Autism  
Society is the only conference that addresses the 
range of issues, early intervention, education,           
employment,  behavior, communication, social 
skills, biomedical interventions and others, across 
the entire lifespan. Bringing together the expertise 
and experiences of family members, professionals 
and individuals on the spectrum, attendees are 
able to learn how to more effectively advocate and 
obtain supports for the individual with ASD. The 
ultimate goal is to  empower family members,           
individuals on the spectrum and professionals to 
make informed decisions.                                                                                                                    
 

Contact Information:                                                                                                         
Autism Society National Office  
4340 East-West Hwy, Suite 350  
Bethesda, MD 20814  
Main #: 301.657.0881 x9010  
Fax #: 301.657.0869  
Business Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm EST 
General Conference Questions                                                                                                 
Sarah Mitchell  
301.657.0881, ext. 9010 (phone)  
conference@autism-society.org         
 
Exhibits, Sponsorships & Advertising:                                                                                        
Meg Ellacott  
530.239.3883 (fax)  
302.260.9487 (phone)  
ellacott@autism-society.org       
Media Information:                                                                                                           
Carin Yavorcik 
cyavorcik@autism-society.org 
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Success through Independence – 

Exploring camps, activities and much more…  
�

12th Annual 

Summer and Beyond Fair 
 

for Children and Youth with Disabilities 
�

�� ��� ��� ��
�

Saturday, February 27, 2010 
St. Michael’s Woodside Party Center 

5025 E. Mill Road, Broadview Heights, OH 

10:00 am – 1:00 pm ��
Visit and talk to representatives from camps and organizations from around Ohio  

Browse the information tables 

Pick up your free copy of the“ 2010 Summer and Beyond Directory ”   

For more information call Bonnie Simons at (216) 524-2770, ext. 3818 

�
�
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2010 Milestones Annual Autism/Asperger's 
Conference, Tuesday June 22, 2010 
Cleveland, Ohio  
The Annual Milestones Conference features research 
based approaches and  
fosters lifelong strategies for success for children and 
adults. The conference is an opportunity for parents, 
professionals, as well as adults with autism to network, 
learn about local resources and best practices for 
school, home, community and work. 
The 2010 Milestones Autism/Asperger's Conference 
currently seeks proposals for: 
Panel Discussions  
Concurrent Sessions 
Poster Displays 
 
Keynote Speaker:  
Mary Jane Weiss, PhD, BCBA 

 
 
Douglass Developmental Disabilities Center, Rutgers 
University 
Author of: 
· Reaching Out, Joining In: Teaching Social Skills to 

Young Children with Autism�
· Sibling Stories: Reflections on Life with a Brother or 

Sister on the Autism Spectrum�
�
Practical Solutions for Educating Young Children with 
High-Functioning Autism and Asperger Syndrome�

Potential advertisers, sponsors and exhibitors should 
complete our Participation Form and email to 
info@milestones.org 

ASGC Social Skills 

Summer Camp 

2010 

Ages 6 to 19 

Session One: 

 7-12-10 thru 7-16-10 

Session Two: 

7-19-10 thru 7-23-10 

 
Call (216) 556-4937 or   

e-mail support@asgc.org 
for details. 

                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
Over 30 career-focused academic programs including Nursing, International Business, and Sports 
Management 23 Intercollegiate sports for men and women Marching Band, Choir, Theater, and 
Cheerleading Scholarships. New apartment-style residence halls Nationally recognized            
Academic Support Center for Students with Learning Differences is designed to support students 
with documented learning disabilities such as Asperger’s Syndrome, attention deficit hyperac-
tivity disorder (ADHD), dyslexia, and Specific Lear ning Disabilities (SLD ). APPLY NOW at 
www.NotreDameCollege.edu! Contact us for more details at 877.NDC.OHIO or admis-
sions@ndc.edu. 4545 College Road Cleveland, OH 44121 1.877.NDC.OHIO 
www.NotreDameCollege.edu 
Changing the World… One Student at a Time. Notre Dame College  is one of the best colleges 
and universities in the Midwest according to The Princeton Review. 
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P.O. Box 41066 

Brecksville, OH  44141 

E-Mail:  support@asgc.org 

Website:  www.asgc.org 

Phone:  (216) 556-4937 

Office Hours:  Mon-Friday - 9:00 AM –4:00 PM 

AutismNE  On-Line         
Support Group 

 
 

The ASGC is pleased to offer 
our members a free  on-line    
support group for all those           
Individuals and  families            
affected by Autism Spectrum  
Disorders 
.   
 
Please  contact Marian 
Helmick at:  
 
dmhelmick7@wmconnect.com   
 
for details on how to join this 
group . 

Bounce City --               
Sensory-Friendly Event   

When:  Wed, February 3,            
6pm – 8pm 

Where: 14767 Pearl Road in 
Strongsville  

Description:  Bounce City --          
Sensory-Friendly Event First 
Wednesday of the month,            
6:00-8:00 pm                             
Location: 14767 Pearl Road, 
Strongsville                                       
Contact: 440-846-0110                      

Will continue every first             
Wednesday of the month if 
enough interest is shown. 

  Super Bowl XLIV Party   

    To benefit the ASGC 

When:  Sunday, February 7, 2010 

Where:  The Pepper Mill Pub & 
Grill, 7011 Mill Rd., Brecksville 
OH  44141 

What:  Bring your friends and 
view Super Box XLIV on a 84” 
Screen and two 42’” Flat Screen 
TV’s. Delicious Chicken/Pasta  
Dinner included with soft drinks. 
Cash Bar & Prizes/Raffles through 
out the evening.  

Tickets:  $25.00 by calling (216) 
556-4937 or support@asgc.org. 
Hurry—only a limited amount of 
tickets will be available.  Don’t 
miss out on all the fun. 


