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Dear Friends of ASGC:

The ASGC board and members have
been very busy the last few months.
We are very pleased to announce that
we have expanded and moved into our
much needed new office space at
7650 Chippewa Road Suite 205
Brecksville, OH 44141.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to Gus
Gallucci, who graciously hosted a
Super Bowl Party at his new restaurant,
The Pepper Mill Pub and Grill on Mill
Road in Brecksville, OH. Everyone
enjoyed great food and a wonderful
time. Gus donated one half of all
proceeds from the evening to the
ASGC.

We would also like to thank Dr. James
Ball and Dennis Debbaudt for coming
to Cleveland to train professionals and
parents. We had over 200 people
attend our Dr. James Ball session and
over 100 people attend Autism Risk
and Safety Management Training with
Dennis. Many police, fire, teachers,
social workers and other professionals
gained more insight into working with
people on the autism spectrum. The
ASGC hopes to continue providing
trainings such as these in the future.

A special word of thanks and
appreciation goes out to our Board
Secretary, Laurene Sweet, for her
many years of dedication to the ASGC.
Laurene officially resigned as Secretary
and will truly be missed. The Board
and our members truly appreciate
everything she did for our organization.

The ASGC Board would like to
welcome Amanda Shea as our new
Administrative Assistant for the ASGC.
Amanda is currently working towards
her degree in psychology at Cleveland
State University. She has previously
volunteered at our Greater Cleveland
Chili Cook-off for Autism. Please join
us in welcoming her to our staff.

Rory McLean, President

Please join us for...

The Greater
Cleveland Chili
Cook - Off for

Autism

Wednesday, April 21,
2010

@ The Terrace Club

in Progressive Field

Donations & Corporate or
Personal Sponsorships
gladly accepted.

VOLUNTEERS are also needed and
very much welcome!

For more information, tickets or to
make a donation contact us at:
(216) 556-4937 or support
@asgc.org.

The information in this newsletter is for educational purposes only. The Autism Society of Greater Cleveland does not endorse any specific product, method of
therapy or organization. Our aim is to provide information that assists our membership in making educated decisions. Thank you.




Join the Autism Society of Greater Cleveland!

Dues for the Autism Society of Greater Cleveland are only $5.00 per year.

Checks for dues or donations can be sent to: ASGC, P.O. Box 41066, Brecksville, Ohio 44141

Check out our website at

www.asqgc.orq !

Independence OH
Independence Civic Center

All are welcome to the monthly
ASGC Meeting
When: 1st Monday of each month
Time: 6:30pm to 8:30 pm
Where: Independence Civic Center
6363 Selig Drive, Independence OH 44131

Free Childcare with RSVP

Avon Lake OH
Avon Lake Library

All are welcome to the monthly
ASGC Meeting

When: 2nd Tuesday of each month
Time: 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Where: Avon Lake Library

32649 Electric Blvd., Avon Lake, OH

support@asgc.org

Upcoming ASGC Meetings and Events...

April 21, 2010 The Greater Cleveland Chili Cook Off for Autism

Sensory Friendly Movies...

March 20, 2010— A Diary of a Wimpy Kid

April 10, 2010— How to Train Your Dragon
(Note change in previously published schedule)

All movies are at 10:00 AM at AMC'’s Ridge Park Squ are, 4788
Ridge Road, Brooklyn, OH 44144 . Admission is Reduced to
$4.25. AMC Entertainment and the ASA have teamed up to bring
families affected by autism a special opportunity to enjoy their
favorite films on a monthly basis. The lights are brought up and the
sounds turned down and the “silence is golden” policy is not
enforced. Outside food is permitted.

March 1, 2010 - 6:30— 8:30 Independence Civic Cente r
The speaker will be Megan Partington, M.A., along with Dr. Cara
Daily, from Daily Behavioral Health. They will overview social skills
and social stories used when working with a child with asd.

March 9, 2010 7:00 - 9:00 PM Avon Lake Public Libr ary We
welcome Attorney Jenifer Martinez Atzberger from Legal Aide who
will provide an overview of Special Education Rights tailored to
children with autism. (216) 687-1900, ext. 5038)

April 5, 2010 6:30—8:30 PM Independence Civic Cent er,
Gretchen Walsh, M.S.Ed, Director of Academic Support for
Students with Learning Differences, Notre Dame College She wiill
speak on Preparing Students for College" and share information
about the Notre College program for Asperger's .

May 3, 2010, 6:30PM in Independence  Ken Vinikoff of Michael
Carter Financial Group, will speak about the Financial Strategies for
the Special Needs Family and Mary McKee, Attorney from Hickman
& Lowder, will speak about Child’s SSI and Adult SSI and the rules
governing Social Security Disability Benefits and what to expect
during the course of your child’s life.

May 11, 2010, 7:00 PM in Avon Lake Independence Ken Vinikoff
of Michael Carter Financial Group, will speak about the Financial
Strategies for the Special Needs Family and Mary McKee, Attorney
from Hickman & Lowder, will speak about Child’s SSI and Adult SSI
and the rules governing Social Security Disability Benefits and what
to expect during the course of your child’s life.




AUTISM SPEAKS

It's time to listen.

Cleveland Northeast

Chio C-ommuniﬁ

8:30 - 9:15 Check in registration

9:30 - 10:30 Keynote Speaker - Autism and Education
Cleveland Clinic Center for Autism

10:30 - 10:45 Break

10:45 - 11:45 Session | workshops

A. Advantages of Sensory Integration, Jordye Joyce OTRL
B. Is Your Child a Target of Bullying, Karen Lyke, OCECD

C. Family Resource and Rotary Camp, Michelle Cahoon,
Rotary Camp

11:45 - 1:00 Lunch

1:15 - 2:15 Session Il workshops

A. The Music Enrichment Center

B. Advocate 101, Judy Marks, Autism Advocate & Consultant

C. What you need to know for Autism Scholarship, Lyn
Goodwin

2:15 - 2:30 Break
2:30 - 3:30 Session Il workshops

A. Traq 3 - Trazer.s Full Bodied, Cognitive, Kinsthetic Devel-
opment Program

B. When Complaint Process?, Tobb B. Kotler, Attorney and
Counselor at Law

C. Transitioning to Adulthood, Bellesaire JCD, University
Hospital

All About Autism
Parent Workshop

Presented by

SUPER Learning
Center & Autism
Speaks

Saturday, March 13, 2010
8:30am to 3:30pm

1584 Wilson Ave.
Lakemore, OH 44250

Fee $10 per participant.
Pre-registration

$12 at the door
330-899-4119

Registration Deadline
February 26, 2010

330-899-4119

Speakers

Cleveland Clinic
University Hospital
Karen Lyke, OCECD
Jordye Joyce, OTRL

Judy Marks, Autism Advocate &
Consultant

Lyn Goodman, Super Learning Center
Michelle Cahoon, Rotary Camp

Todd B. Kotler, Attorney & Counselor at
Law



Medicaid Buy-In for Workers with Disabilities

Background
The federal Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Improvement Act of 1999 allows states to provide Medicaid to workers with disabilities.
Historically, people with disabilities were often discouraged from working because their earnings and resources made them ineligible for
Medicaid health coverage. On June 30, 2007, House Bill 119 was signed into Ohio law creating the Medicaid Buy-In for Workers with
Disabilities (MBIWD) program. Enroliment in the MBIWD program began April 1, 2008.
What is MBIWD?
MBIWD is an Ohio Medicaid program that provides health care coverage to working Ohioans with disabilities. MBIWD was created to
encourage Ohioans with disabilities to work and still keep their health care coverage.
Who is eligible?
To qualify for MBIWD, a person must:

Be a U.S. citizen or meet citizenship requirements;

Be a resident of Ohio;

Be 16 to 64 years old;

Have a disability as defined by the Social Security Administration (SSA) or be eligible under the MBIWD medi-cally improved category;

Be employed in paid work (includes part-time and full-time work);

Pay a premium (if applicable);

Meet certain financial criteria.
Financial Eligibility Criteria
Income and resources (e.g., cash, stocks, bonds) are used to determine eligibility for MBIWD. The following finan-cial criteria must be met for
MBIWD:

After income deductions, the applicant’s annual income must be less than or equal to 250% of the federal poverty level (FPL) (currently

$27,084);

Resources must not exceed $10,580. (This resource limit is adjusted annually.)
Applicants with annual income greater than $27,084 should still apply for MBIWD because certain deductions are given.
Premiums
Monthly premiums are required for those eligible for MBIWD with an annual gross income greater than $16,248 (150% FPL). These enrollees
will be sent a monthly statement with the monthly premium amount. To obtain and maintain health coverage, the full amount of the premium
must be received by the due date or it will be considered a non-payment. Late payments will be applied to the most delinquent premium.
Those who do not pay their premium for two consecutive months will be subject to MBIWD termination. To re-enroll in MBIWD, an individual
must pay all MBIWD delinquent premiums and meet eligibility requirements.

How are premiums calculated?

Premiums are determined through a set of calculations based on income, family size, and certain standard deduc-tions (e.g., health insurance
premiums, impairment-related work expenses, etc.). Individuals should direct questions about standard deductions or their premium
calculation to their caseworker.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do applicants apply?

Applicants who are new to Medicaid should complete forms JFS 07200 and JFS 07211 (available online: http://jfs.ohio. gov/OHP/consumers/
Application.stm). Existing Medicaid consumers interested in MBIWD should contact their case-worker or the Medicaid Consumer Hotline:
1-800-324-8680. No face-to-face interview is required for this program.

Can MBIWD consumers receive long-term care and waiv  er services (e.g., nursing home services, assisted living, etc.)?

Yes. Consumers are permitted to receive long-term care and waiver services while enrolled in MBIWD.

Do MBIWD consumers have to pay a Spend down?

No. There is no Spend down for those enrolled in MBIWD.

What happens if an MBIWD consumer loses disability status?

If an MBIWD consumer loses disability status, he/she may continue to receive health care coverage through MBIWD’s medically improved
category. To qualify for the medically improved category, consumers must meet certain condi-tions. Ask a caseworker for more information.
What happens if an MBIWD consumer loses his/her job  ?

MBIWD consumers that lose their job will have up to six months of MBIWD coverage if they meet certain conditions. (Please note: Premiums
are based on the MBIWD consumer’s income. If there is a reduction in income, there will also be a reduction in the premium amount.)

For more information about this program, please contact 1-800-324-8680 (voice) or 1-800-292-3572 (TTY) or visit www.jfs.ohio.gov/ohp/
consumers .

Medicaid Buy-In for Workers with Disabilities
This material is developed and funded under a Medicaid Infrastructure Grant, CFDA 93.768, from the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
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Free iPhone App for Children with Autism, Asperger’
Delays
Thursday, January 28, 2010

s Syndrome and Developmental

New visual teaching tool from Model Me Kids

Model Me Kids® recently introduced a new visual thaching tool for helping children learn to navigate challenging lo-
cations in the community: Model Me Going Places ', an application for the iPhone and iPod Touch. The app con-
tains photo slideshows of children modeling appropriate behavior in various community locations, such as the:

hairdresser
mall

doctor
playground

grocery store
Restaurant

The app is based on locations included in the Model Me Going Places DVD, the latest addition to the Model Me Kids
social skills training series for children with autism and Asperger Syndrome (expected release date for the DVD is
March 2010).

Users can touch the forward and back buttons to move through the photos one by one, or simply press a slideshow
button to advance photos automatically. A home button brings users back to the navigation menu where they can
choose their next destination. The app also includes audio narration (English) and descriptive text for each photo.
Download the free app at the Apple store or to learn more, visit http://www.modelmekids.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:

The ASGC is in need of dedicated volunteers to help with our events through out the year, such as our Chili
Cook off and other fundraisers/activities. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please call
(216) 556-4937. support@asgc.org.

41st Annual Autism Society National
Conference and Exposition will be
held

July 7-10, 2010 in Dallas, TX
Registration Opens February 15, 2010
Autism Society National Conference
Overview

Conference Obijectives

SFAUTISMSOCIETY ¢

Improving the Lives of All Affected by Autism

Contact Information:

Autism Society National Office
4340 East-West Hwy, Suite 350
Bethesda, MD 20814

Main #: 301.657.0881 x9010

The Autism Society recognizes that
families and individuals living with an autism
spectrum disorder have a range of issues and
needs. The National Conference of the Autism
Society is the only conference that addresses the
range of issues, early intervention, education,
employment, behavior, communication, social
skills, biomedical interventions and others, across
the entire lifespan. Bringing together the expertise
and experiences of family members, professionals
and individuals on the spectrum, attendees are
able to learn how to more effectively advocate and
obtain supports for the individual with ASD. The
ultimate goal is to empower family members,
individuals on the spectrum and professionals to
make informed decisions.

Fax #: 301.657.0869

Business Hours: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm EST
General Conference Questions

Sarah Mitchell

301.657.0881, ext. 9010 (phone)
conference@autism-society.org

Exhibits, Sponsorships & Advertising:
Meg Ellacott

530.239.3883 (fax)

302.260.9487 (phone)
ellacott@autism-society.org

Media Information:
Carin Yavorcik
cyavorcik@autism-society.org




Neurotoxic Chemicals Found in Biomonitoring Study o n Developmental

Disabilities Community
Thursday, February 4, 2010
By: Carin Yavorcik

61 toxic chemicals found in human participants pose the question: What is the rela-
tionship between toxic chemicals and rising rates o f autism, attention-deficit hyperac-
tivity disorder, and other learning and development al disabilities?

The Learning and Developmental Disabilities Initiative (LDDI), a coalition of health and de-
velopmental disabilities organizations including the Autism Society, today released the first-
ever biomonitoring report identifying toxic chemical pollution in people from the learning and
developmental disability community. Mind, Disrupted: How Toxic Chemicals May Affect How
We Think and Who We Are examines 61 toxic chemicals present in study participants in the
context of rising rates of autism, attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder, and other learning
and developmental disabilities.

"Given the increasing rates of learning and developmental disabilities - particularly autism -
we need to recognize that costs associated with special education, health care and long term
support services will also continue to grow," explained Jeff Sell, Autism Society Vice Presi-
dent of Public Policy and father of teen sons with autism.

A total of 61 chemicals (out of 89 tested) were found in the 12 participants, of which Mr. Sell
was one. Each participant was found to harbor at least 26 and as many as 38 of the tested
chemicals in their bodies. There were 16 chemicals detected in every participant.

The report was released in conjunction with today's Senate Hearing to be held at 10 a.m.
before the Environment and Public Works Subcommittee on Superfund, Toxics and Environ-
mental Health to examine current science on public exposures to toxic chemicals.

The Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) is the primary federal law governing chemical
safety, and has never been significantly amended since its adoption in 1976. Of the 80,000
chemicals available for use in the U.S., the Environmental Protection Agency has been able
to require safety testing of only 200. Since its passage, evidence has been accumulating that
chemicals such as lead, mercury, bisphenol A (BPA) and PBDEs may harm the developing
brain at levels much lower than those previously considered safe. New legislation to bring
the toxics law into the 21st century will be introduced by Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) and
Rep. Bobby Rush (D-IL) in early 2010.

The report is now available at www.minddisrupted.org, where the Senate hearing will also be
streamed live. For more information about the Senate Environment and Public Works Com-
mittee Hearing, visit their website.

Leaders with Disabilities Encouraged to Apply for W hite House Fellows Program
Thursday, January 28, 2010

Special opportunity for young professionals

President Obama and Mrs. Obama are encouraging talented leaders with disabilities to apply to the White House Fellows
Program. The White House Fellowship is one of the nation's most prestigious programs for leadership and public service.
Each year, 11-19 exceptional young men and women are selected to spend a year in Washington, D.C., to gain first-hand
experience of the process of governing the nation at the highest levels of the federal government.

Candidates need to be promising young leaders who are excelling early in their careers and are committed to leadership
and public service. Thus, this is not for students but rather for individuals already into their careers.

Learn more about the White House Fellowship.
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2010 Milestones Annual Autism/Asperger's
Conference, Tuesday June 22, 2010
Cleveland, Ohio

The Annual Milestones Conference features research
based approaches and

fosters lifelong strategies for success for children and
adults. The conference is an opportunity for parents,
professionals, as well as adults with autism to network,
learn about local resources and best practices for
school, home, community and work.

The 2010 Milestones Autism/Asperger's Conference
currently seeks proposals for:

Panel Discussions

Concurrent Sessions

Poster Displays

Keynote Speaker:
Mary Jane Weiss, PhD, BCBA

Douglass Developmental Disabilities Center, Rutgers
University
Author of:

Reaching Out, Joining In: Teaching Social Skills to
Young Children with Autism Session One:

Sibling Stories: Reflections on Life with a Brother or
Sister on the Autism Spectrum 7-12-10 thru 7-16-10

Practical Solutions for Educating Young Children with Session Two:

High-Functioning Autism and Asperger Syndrome 7-19-10 thru 7-23-10

Potential advertisers, sponsors and exhibitors should Call (216) 556-4937 or
complete our Participation Form and email to
info@milestones.org

e-mail support@asgc.org
for details.

Conditions for Learning Seminar
Thursday, March 11, 2010 6:30 — 9:00 PM

This workshop focuses on improving a child’s ability to learn in school by addressing conditions such as health, nutrition,
and the safety and supportiveness of home and school environments. The workshop engages parents in discussions on:
Providing effective support for learning at home. Supporting children during critical school transitions. Addressing bullying
and working with school administrators and teachers to create caring and safe school environments.

Audience: Families and Professionals

Location: State Support Region 3, 5811 Canal Road, Valley View OH 44125
Contact: Terri Mcintee (216) 524-2770

7 Cost: No Charge




P.O. Box 41066
Brecksville, OH 44141
E-Mail: support@asgc.org
Website: www.asgc.org

Phone: (216) 556-4937

AutismNE On-Line
Support Group

The ASGC is pleased to offer
our members a free on-line
support group for all those
Individuals and families
affected by Autism Spectrum
Disorders

Please contact Marian
Helmick at:

dmhelmick7 @wmconnect.com

for details on how to join this
group .

Guide for Parents &
Educators Webinar

Wednesday March 24, 2010
10:00 AM — 12:00 PM

Presenter: Kim Dennison
Audience: Families or Professionals
Region: Multiple

Location: Webinar

Organization Name: Ohio Coalition
for the Education of Children with
Disabilities

Contact Name: OCECD

Contact Phone: 800-374-2806
Website: www.ocecd.org

Cost: FREE

Get Acquainted Breakfast
The Achievement Centers
Thursday March 25, 2010

8:30 — 10:30 AM

Learn about the work and mission of
the Achievement Centers, view a
video featuring one of the over 3,900
children with disabilities we serve
each year, tour our state of the art
facility, meet some of the Achieve-
ment Center's Board and staff mem-
bers and, of course, enjoy breakfast.

The Breen Family Center is located
across from Warrensville High
School. Free parking is available in
the agency lot.

Audience: Families

Contact Name: Helen Mack

Contact Phone: 216-292-9700, Ext.
248

Cost: FREE




