
   

 

Officers: 

  

Rory McLean  

President  

 

Jim McIlwee  

Vice-President  

 

John Hearns  

Treasurer  

 

 

Board Members  

 

Tom Bregar  

Joe Glass  

Gus Gallucci  

Barb Rutt  

 

AutismNE  
 

North Central Ohio Chapter  

 

 
(216) 556-4937 

Email:  support@asgc.org 

Web site:  www.asgc.org 

Monday-Friday 9am-4pm  

 

ASGC 

7650 Chippewa Road, #205 

P.O. Box 41066  

Brecksville, OH 44141  

Kelley Doyle,                                  

Administrative Assistant 

The information in this newsletter is for educational purposes only.  The Autism Society of Greater Cleveland does not endorse any specific product, method of 

therapy or organization. Our aim is to provide information that assists our membership in making  educated decisions.  Thank you. 

 

 

  

 

 

     A.S.G.C.  NEWS  
                           The Autism Society of Greater Cleveland                October, 2010  

Dear ASGC members,  
 Summer is over and 
that means it is time to  
welcome the next season,  
Autumn. There was a lot of 
success this summer, and we 
hope the fall can offer just as 
much.  
 Great job to all those 
who joined our team for the 
ñWalk Now for Autism 
Speaksò. The walk was a 
great success. We look for-
ward to see everybody there 
again next year.  
 This month we will be 
holding our first ever Texas 
Holdôem tournament. The 
event will take place at 
Sleepy Hollow Golf Course 
on Friday, October 22, 2010. 
Tickets are $75, which gets 
you your first buy in and 
drinks and food all night. You 
may purchase tickets from 
our website, calling the office, 
or from a board member. Call 
or email for more details. We 
hope to see you there! 
 Soon enough we will 
be approaching our Holiday 
party! This year the Holiday 
party will take place on Satur-
day December 4, 2010.  
 

Happy Halloween! 

 

FIRST ANNUAL  

TEXAS HOLD ôEM  

TOURNAMENT 

http://www.asgc.org/
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Dues for the Autism Society of Greater Cleveland are only $5.00 per year.  

Checks for dues or donations can be sent to: ASGC, P.O. Box 41066, Brecksville, Ohio 44141 

Check out our website at www.asgc.org ! 

Join the Autism Society of Greater Cleveland!  

All are welcome to the monthly  

ASGC Meeting  

When: 1st Monday of each month  

Time:  6:30pm to 8:30 pm 

Where :  Independence Civic Center 

6363 Selig Drive, Independence OH 44131 

 

Independence OH  
Independence Civic Center  

                                                                                                                                          

Sensory Friendly Moviesé    

October 2: Legend of the Guardians: the Owls of 

GaôHoole 

November 6: Megamind 

 
All movies are at  10:00 AM at AMCôs Ridge Park Square, 
4788 Ridge Road, Brooklyn, OH  44144.   Admission is 
Reduced to $4.25  AMC Entertainment (AMC) and the     
Autism Society have teamed up to bring families affected by 
autism and other disabilities a special opportunity to enjoy 
their favorite films in a safe and accepting environment on a 
monthly basis with the "Sensory Friendly Films" program.  
In order to provide a more accepting and comfortable setting 
for this unique audience, the movie auditoriums will have 
their lights brought up and the sound turned down, families 
will be able to bring in their own gluten-free, casein-free 
snacks, and no previews or advertisements will be shown 
before the movie. Additionally, audience members are          
welcome to get up and dance, walk, shout or sing - in other 
words, AMCôs ñSilence is Golden

®
ò policy will not be          

enforced unless the safety of the audience is questioned.  

All are welcome to the  monthly  

ASGC Meeting   

When: 2nd Tuesday of each month  

Time:   7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

Where :  Avon Lake Library 

32649 Electric Blvd., Avon Lake, OH  

support@asgc.org  

Avon Lake OH  
Avon Lake Library  

Upcoming ASGC Meetings and Events...  

 

October 2, 2010 1:00pm ï 4:00pm: Sibshop Pro-

gram just for brothers and sisters of children with 

special needs  

October 4, 1010 6:30 Independence ð Local 

speaker will give presentation on piano lessons 

and reaching autistic children 

October 12, 2010 7:00 PM Avon Lake  

October 18, 2010 10:00am ï 12:30pm: Behavior 

Management Strategies for Toilet Training Indi-

viduals with Autism 

October 22, 2010 7:00pm -: Texas Holdôem    

Tournament 

 

 

http://www.asgc.org/
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Researchers to Develop Technology to Help Detect Autism in Children:  
 A team of researchers in eight universities has just won a five-year, $10 million grant from the National Science Founda-
tion to create new computing techniques for measuring and analyzing the behavior of children. The goal is to create new ways to 
identify those at risk for autism and other developmental delays.  

 The team, led by the Georgia Institute of Technology, also includes scientists from Boston University, Carnegie Mellon, 

Emory University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, the University of Pitts-
burgh, and the University of Southern California, as well as collaborators from several autism research centres. 
The research will tap computational behavioural science, a new discipline that uses the fields of computer science and psychology 
to develop innovative ways to study human behaviour. 
 Autism affects one of every 110 kids in the United States, and treatment at an early age can improve the long-term out-
look for their treatment. That drives the need for a screening process that will work at an early age. 
"Direct observation of a child by highly trained specialists is an important step in assessing risk for developmental disorders, but 
such an approach cannot be easily scaled to the large number of individuals needing evaluation and treatment," said James 
Rehg, lead investigator and a professor in Georgia Tech's School of Interactive Computing. 
 Researchers will design vision, speech, and wearable sensor technologies to analyze child behaviour. Data will be col-
lected during interactions between caregivers and children, children in a daycare environment, and clinicians interacting with chil-
dren during therapy sessions. 
 Scientists at Emory and Georgia Tech are developing a screening process called Rapid-ABC, which uses cameras and 
microphones to provide an inexpensive way to measure eye gaze and facial and body expressions, along with speech and non-
speech utterances. On-body sensors could measure physiological variables such as heart rate and skin conductivity, which con-
tain clues about levels of internal stress and arousal that are linked to behaviour. 
 Researchers from Carnegie Mellon's School of Computer Science will focus on development of the use of computer vision 
to automate analysis of videos for early signs of autistic behaviour, such as the rocking, clapping, and other repetitive behaviours 
common in kids with autism. 
 Other researchers will focus on coming up with new methods for making sense of the data being generated by these 
tools."We hope that by incorporating this screening protocol into well-child doctor visits for children less than two years old, we 
can reduce the average age of autism diagnosis, which is currently about four years old," said Georgia Tech School of Interactive 
Computing senior research scientist Rosa Arriaga. 
Rehg added that in the future the researchers expect to expand their work beyond autism to other developmental disorders and 
the general study of child behaviour. "While autism is our focus right now, this project addresses general social, communicative 
and repetitive behaviours, so the technologies we develop will have applicability to other childhood disorders, such as Down syn-
drome or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder." 
(www.autismohio.org) 
 
 

 

SUMMIT 2010 - ADVANCES AND BEST PRACTICES IN AUTISM, LEARNING DISABILITIES AND A DHD 

October 1 - 2, 2010 | 8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Skirball Cultural Center 

2701 N. Sepulveda Blvd. - Los Angeles, CA 90049 

This thought-provoking two-day conference features more than 30 of the nation's leading experts presenting cutting-edge informa-

tion on research, education and the treatment of autism spectrum disorders, learning disabilities and ADHD. It is open to the pub-

lic as well as parents, professionals and students. Continuing education credits are available for professionals. Autism-related top-

ics include: Updates on the Causes of Autism; Using Developmental Approaches to Address Anxiety Issues in Children with ASD; 

Addressing Heterogeneity of the Autisms: The Brain-Gut Connection; Social Thinking - Practical Strategies and Recent Research 

Advances for Individuals with Social Learning Issues; and many other sessions. 

EVENT CONTACT DETAIL S (FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION  DETAILS):  

Name:  Cheryl Raver 

Phone:  (818) 779-5212 

Email:  craver@thehelpgroup.org 

(info from: www.ocali.org) 

 

 

mailto:craver@thehelpgroup.org
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OCALI Creates new Resource: "I 

Suspect My Child Has Autism: A 

Four Step Guide for Ohio Parents on 

What to Do Next"  

When parents have con-

cerns about their child's development, 

there is almost always a valid reason for 

their concerns. Research supports that 

parents are accurate reporters of early 

signs of developmental delays or au-

tism. A short encounter or interaction 

between your child and a physician may 

not be enough time for the physician to 

accurately observe the collection of 

symptoms that you see day in and day 

out. Parents need to be prepared with a 

list of specific observations, including 

times, places, and frequency, to paint 

an accurate picture of their worries. In 

the past, 80 percent of physicians told 

parents to "wait and see". OCALI, in 

conjunction with representatives from 

the Autism Society in Ohio, have cre-

ated this new guide to help families that 

may suspect autism access resources 

in Ohio. 

(information from www.autismohio.org) 

Senate Adopts Law to  

Change Disability Terminology    

 Rosa's Law would change terms 

used in various federal laws. Late in 

the evening on August 5, the Senate 

adopted, by unanimous consent, 

Rosaôs Law (S. 2781). This bill would 

change the terms ñmental retardationò 

and ñmentally retardedò to ñintellectual 

disabilityò and ñintellectually disabledò 

in various federal laws that primarily 

relate to education and employment. 

The bill is solely intended to eliminate 

antiquated terminology. Rosaôs Law 

would not affect eligibility for services 

or expand or reduce service availabil-

ity. Attention now shifts to the House 

where a similar bill, known as the Eliza-

beth A. Connelly Act (H.R. 4544), is still 

awaiting committee action.  (Provided 

by Autism-society.org)  

                      

 Bullying 101: From Mental Health to Law Enforcement  
November 16, 2010 | 3:00 - 6:30 pm- W.O. Walker Building Auditorium- 10524 Euclid Ave - Cleveland, 
OH 44106 

Our panelists will discuss topics including, but not limited to: mental health and bullying, bullying pre-
vention/conflict resolution, bullying within the schools, the effect of bullying on the family and enforce-
ment. Event is free but space is limited. Must RSVP. 

EVENT CONTACT DETAIL S (FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION  DETAILS):  

Name:  Eric King 

Phone:  216.844.6252 

Email:  eric.king@uhhospitals.org       (info from: www.ocali.org) 

mailto:eric.king@uhhospitals.org
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Please join us for Cuyahoga 

Valley Chamberôs Annual Holi-

day Party. It is open to the 

public, so bring a guest if you 

wish to do so! We look for-

ward to seeing you there.  

Summer came and went to 

fast, its hard to believe its al-

most time to deck the halls!  

ASGC Holiday Party  

Our holiday party is right around the corner!  This year our Holiday party will be held on December 

4th at St. Michaelôs Church located in Broadview Heights on Mill Road. The party will begin at 

12:00pm and end at 3:00pm. The whole family is invited, there will be gifts for all children and teens. 

There will be beverages and food provided. We will have GF and CF food for those with special diets. 

You can look forward to crafts and games for the children plus music and more! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6  

 

DOMINICK-Born May 1994:  

 Dominick is looking for a safe place to call home. 
He is in his teenage years and full of energy and hope. 
Dominick can offer a warming personality and is a joy to 
be around. Watching movies, playing board games and 
video games are a few of the activities that he likes to 
engage in. Dominick is also active in football, baseball 
and kickball. He would like to one day own a Lambor-
ghini. If he could have one super power it would be a 
shape shifter. 

In highly structured situations Dominick is capa-
ble of doing his best. The staff at the alternative educa-
tional program he attends loves Dominickôs thriving de-
termination. Although he has a few friends, he still needs 
some alone time due to his problems with certain social 
situations. 

Through all his placements Dominick has yet to 
find a home and a family. He needs parents who are 
strong and supportive. These parents will need to be 
patient since he does not handle sensory stimuli well. As 
of right now Dominick is using such methods as medita-
tion and yoga to help him when he gets worked up. 
Dominick has the potential to grow into a successful 
young man with the help of a loving family.  

Please contact: 

 Dominickôs CCR Worker: HEATHER BELL 

Phone: (330) 996ï 1012 

Email: hbell@summitkids.org 

Dominickôs Worker: GARY NAGY 

Phone: (330) 996ï 1067 

Email: gnagy@summitkids.org 

(Information from: SUMMIT COUNTY CHILDRENôS 
SERVICES www.summitkids.org) 

 Sensory Rich Retreats for Families and 
Children with Autism and Sensory Proc-
essing Disorders  
October 16, 2010 - November 6, 2010 | 9:00 
am - 2:00 pm 

Camp Courageous, Inc 

12701 Waterville Swanton Rd - Whitehouse, 
OH 43571 

A retreat designed to teach participants tools 
and techniques on how to replicate Sensory 
Rich activities at home. There will be three 
retreats. Retreat dates are October 16, Octo-
ber 23 and November 6. 

Event Contact Details (For more informa-
tion and registration details):  

Name:  Steven Kiessling 

Phone:  419.875.6828 

Email:  stevek@campcourageous.com 

(info from: www.ocali.org) 

Imagine the Possibilities - Partnering for Success  
October 16, 2010 | 9:00 - 6:00 pm- - Cambridge High School- - 1401 Deerpath Drive - Cambridge, OH 43725 

The State Support Team for Region 12 is offering a FREE Parent Conference on October 16, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. at Cambridge 
High School. The conference is specially designed to highlight the opportunities and challenges of raising a child with a disability. The con-
ference sessions will be presented by topic experts, including keynote speaker Margaret Burley, Executive Director of the Ohio Coalition for 
the Education of Children with Disabilities. More information can be found at www.sstregion12.org or by calling Julie Burkhart at 1-877-778-
1274. 

Event Contact Details (For more information and registration details): 

Name:  Julie Burkhart    

Phone:  1-877-778-1274 

Email:  jburkhart@mvesc.k12.oh.us   

Website:  http://www.sstregion12.org 

mailto:gnagy@summitkids.org
mailto:stevek@campcourageous.com
mailto:jburkhart@mvesc.k12.oh.us
http://www.sstregion12.org/
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FIRST ANNUAL ASGC TEXAS HOLD óEM TOURNAMENT: 

 The ASGC will be holding its first annual Texas Hold óEm Tournament October 22, 2010. The 

event will be held at Sleepy Hollow Golf Course in Brecksville Ohio. The event is open to anybody that 

enjoys playing poker and helping out a good cause. There will be food provided all night from Theoôs Ca-

tering, the Peppermill and a few other of your favorite local restaurants! We will have a plethora of great 

winnings in our raffle baskets. Some of the prizes will include gift cards from Geppettoôs, the Fox and 

Hound, Mr. Divots and Fitworks! We are hoping for a great turnout! Hurry up and reserve your seat now! 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

You can find more information on this event on our website (www.asgc.org), our facebook page, or by 

calling the office (216-556-4937).  


